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Meeting Minutes
March  6th, 2026
1:30-3pm Zoom Meeting 

IBC Members
	1. Ken Noma- IBC Chair, Biology faculty         ☒
	6. Gabriella Lindberg-KCASI faculty                            ☐

	2. Laurie Graham- BSO                                      ☒
	7. Kirstin Sterner – Anthropology faculty                   ☒

	3. Rachael Alionhart-Animal expert                  ☒
	8. Debra De Loach- OSU BSO non-affiliated               ☒

	4. Stephanie Womack-AWS Director                ☐
	9. Bruce Branchaud -OHSU faculty non-affiliated      ☒

	5. David Garcia- Biology faculty                       ☒
	10 Maeve Sowles- non-affiliated                                  ☒


Other Individuals in attendance
	none
	



Quorum:  Present ☒            Not present☐	
Call to order:   1:31pm

		
1) Review Minutes of last meeting (December 2025)- Note new meeting minutes format that will be posted on the EHS/IBC webpage after approved to comply with NIH Notice NOT-OD-25-082 promoting maximal transparency. Approved 8 yes/ zero no.

2) New Registrations- 
A. 2026-02. David Peeler. Knight Campus, Dept Bioengineering. New. Project title: Innovative mRNA immunotherapy. Project summary: Testing RNA constructs delivered using synthetic polymer or lipid-based nanoparticles for immune response (including RNA expression of self-amplifying RNA, cytokine production, cell viability, and immune cell activation) in human, murine, and non-human primate cells and tissues. Goal is to develop safer and more effective RNA-based therapeutics.   Proposed Biosafety BSL2 containment and practices. NIH Guidelines Section(s) III-D-2, III-E-1, III-F-1 and III-F-8. 
IBC Outcomes: Conditionally approved 8 in favor, zero not in favor. Please make sure you address all issues of IBC concern. Amend lab locations in Sections I and Section 3 to reflect locations in KC2 building. Section II-Q.4.n please provide information. Provide paperwork demonstrating pathogen free Macaque tissue and cells? Section II Q14- unclear why IRB is pending when you state that you will obtain human derived specimens from collaborators who already have IRB approval-please clarify. Section II-Q16- please give specific examples of murine cell lines to be purchased (batch or catalog number) will these be rated for BSL1 or BSL2 due to transfection with viral vectors?   Section III-Q4 Overview- Are donor tissue contracts needed or are these regarded as discarded human specimens? Should NIH Guideline III-F-8 C-VIII apply purchase of transgenic rodents requiring BSL1 containment/practices?  Are there any safety concerns to staff that should be addressed regarding the handling of synthetic polymer- or lipid-based nanoparticles used for transfection? Are these novel transfection materials or well characterized materials? Could you provide more specific information? Please address safety concerns regarding self-transfection.  Secondary containment for transporting tissues between labs using public or communal corridors? Please provide proof of completion of BBP training for David, Peter and Taylor attached as Appendix to revised IBC registration, BBP training must be repeated at least every 12 months as long as applicable. EHS can provide information resources for lab staff handling Macaque tissue including emergency response if injured or splashed and staff training slides.

B. 2026-03. Sara Keller. Knight Campus, Dept Bioengineering. New. Project title: Development and testing of ultrasound and cavitation-mediated therapies. Project summary: Use of ultrasound-based, image-guided therapeutic strategies to disrupt biofilms formed on biological tissues (human skin explants, mouse/rat bladder explants, mouse/rat bone explants) to enhance delivery of therapeutic agents. Ultrasound induce biofilm disruption will also be studied in vitro medical equipment such as catheters or using flow channels. Proposed Biosafety BSL2 containment and practices. No NIH Guidelines Section(s) apply, not recombinant.
IBC Outcomes: Conditionally Approved 7 in favor, zero against (Garcia did not vote as he left the meeting at 2:30pm). Please make sure you address all issues of IBC concern. Q13d-please list antibiotics other strains listed in 13a are resistant.  Q13f- which host cells (humans?) are affected by the listed toxins? Q14c- are these considered discarded human biospecimens by IRB or something else? Section II-Q16- please give specific examples of murine immortalized cell lines to be purchased (batch or catalog number) will these be rated for BSL1 or BSL2 due to transfection/transduction with viral vectors?  Section III-Q4- What is the experimental read out of the bacterial wound, urinary tract, bone infection experiments? Is it the same evaluating process as you describe in the 3rd paragraph of this question? What is the specific source of microbubbles? Briefly describe the focused ultrasound equipment to be used for whole mouse model system. Any safety concerns regarding aerosol generation when using the focused ultrasound? Section III Q5- please modify the sentence” there is a low risk of exposure” to BBP to reflect appreciation of possible risk of exposure. For the aerosol generation procedures is there a step in the protocol instructing a set time allowing aerosols to settle prior to opening the containers and are the containers opened in the BSC? Section III Q7 for spills outside the BSC please add that these types of spills pose a high risk of exposure to the infectious agent. 

3) Registration Updates/Renewals
C. 2026-01. John Postlethwait. Biology. Renewal. Project title: Zebrafish developmental genetics. Project summary: Use of CRISPR/Cas9 methodology to delete sections of the zebrafish sex locus and test animals for gonad development. Plasmid amplification using K12 E. coli.  Proposed Biosafety Level BSL1 containment and Practices. NIH Guidelines Sections(s): III-D-4-a and III-F-8. 
IBC Outcomes: Approved 7 in favor, zero against (Garcia did not vote as he left the meeting at 2:30pm). 


D. 2026-04. Marian Hettiaratchi. Knight Campus Dept Bioengineering. Renewal. Project title: A directed evolution platform to identify various affinity protein binders Project summary: Use of yeast cell surface display library of affibodies to identify proteins binding to target therapeutic protein of interest. Purified affibodies combined with hydrogels to deliver prolonged release of therapeutic protein using tissue culture and explant tissue.  Proposed Biosafety BSL1&BSL2 containment and practices. NIH Guidelines Section(s) III-E, III-F-1 and III-F-8. Recombinant and low hazard.
IBC Outcomes: : Approved 7 in favor, zero against (Garcia no vote as he left the meeting at 2:30pm). Few minor clarifications requested- Section III Q5-please include hazard assessment and mitigation for homogenization of primary rat tissue described in proceeding Q4, IBC concerns over exposure to aerosols generated during this process, is this process conducted in the BSC? Include training requirements for the completion of EHS provided mandatory training (lab safety, haz waste management, fire protection in the labs, BBP if working with human cell lines). Please define what is “limited supervision” for undergraduate staff working in your lab. 


4) Old Business- NIH Transparency memorandum- starting June 1, 2025 make public IBC meeting minutes and IBC committee rosters. Here is the link to FAQs about IBC Meetings and Minutes under new NIH transparency rules  https://osp.od.nih.gov/policies/biosafety-and-biosecurity-policy/faqs-about-ibc-meetings-and-minutes/.  Follow-up: Under “What is the expected content of IBC minutes” states the PI name must be included in the IBC meeting minutes. 
NIH Biosafety Modernization Initiative. https://osp.od.nih.gov/policies/biosafety-and-biosecurity-policy#tab2/
Collecting stakeholders input for complete revision of the NIH Guidelines for Fall 2026.
5) New Business
6) Administratively Approved Registrations-
a. 2026-06. Parisa Hosseinzadeh. Knight Campus Dept Engineering. Renewal. Project title: Parallel protein-protein interaction design and quantification to predict binding affinity. Project summary: Computationally designs and expresses in both E. coil and yeast 1000+ protein binding pairs. Proposed Biosafety level- BSL1 containment and practices. NIH Guidelines Section III-F-8. 
b. 2026-05. Paul Dalton. Knight Campus Dept Bioengineering. Renewal Project title: Tissue Engineering with Scaffolds and Matrices. Project Summary: Test 3-D printed scaffolds and hydrogel coatings for the ability to serve as substrate for mouse, rat or human cultured cells by examining metabolic activity, morphology and interaction with scaffold material.  Proposed Biosafety level(s)- BSL2 containment and practices. No NIH Guidelines Sections(s), not recombinant. 
7) Adjourn 2:43pm
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