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Meeting Minutes
December 5th, 2025
2-3:30pm Zoom Meeting 

IBC Members
	1. Ken Noma- IBC Chair, Biology faculty         ☒
	6. Gabriella Lindberg-KCASI faculty                            ☐

	2. Laurie Graham- BSO                                      ☒
	7. Kirstin Sterner – Anthropology faculty                   ☒

	3. Rachael Alionhart-Animal expert                  ☒
	8. Debra De Loach- OSU BSO non-affiliated               ☒

	4. Stephanie Womack-AWS Director                ☒
	9. Bruce Branchaud -OHSU faculty non-affiliated         ☒

	5. David Garcia- Biology faculty                       ☒
	10 Maeve Sowles- non-affiliated                                  ☒


Other Individuals in attendance
	none
	



Quorum:  Present ☒            Not present☐	
Call to order: 2:02 pm		



1) Review Minutes of last meeting (November 2025)- Note new format that will be posted on the EHS/IBC webpage after approved to comply with NIH Notice NOT-OD-25-082 promoting maximal transparency. Approved 9 yes- Zero-no

2) New Registrations- 

2025-30. Kelsey Hallinen. Physics. New. Project title: Multicellular Bacterial Behaviors in Complex Environments. Project summary: Micro fluid flow imaging experiments using S. aureus MRSA and E. faecalis to model adhesin to host ligand, example adhesion to human heart tissue resulting in infective endocarditis.   Proposed Biosafety Level BSL2 containment and Practices. NIH Guidelines Sections(s): III-D-1 and III-F-1. 
IBC Outcomes: Conditional approval 9-in favor, zero-not in favor. Well written. Section II Question 2b and 2d- please provide some specific examples of genes of interest. Available Biosafety cabinet should be used for the manipulation of human pathogen cultures. Section III Question 3- where is the location of the microscope to be used? If outside the lab how are the samples transported and how is the communal equipment disinfected after use? Section III Question 4- are there any special concerns or processes for immunocompromised or pregnant lab staff handling these human pathogens. Clarify/confirm that the waste container (beaker) will be closed top to prevent possible infectious aerosol generation and pre-loaded with bleach solution prior to collecting waste. 

3) Registration Updates/Renewals

A) 2025-25. Phil Washbourne. Biology. Renewal. Project title: Changes in Circuitry of Social Behavior in Zebrafish. Project summary: Use of CRISPR to generate mutations in synapse-associated proteins or exposed to dioxin (10-25 ppt) causing decrease in social behavior i.e. swimming together and reproductive behavior. Possible model for autism. Proposed Biosafety BSL1 containment and practices. NIH Guidelines Section(s) III-D-4-a, III-F-1 and III-F-8. Recombinant and low hazard.
IBC outcomes: Conditional Approval 8-in favor, zero-not in favor (Garcia had to leave the meeting). IACUC registration pending approval (still pending 3/5/2026). Section II Questions 6d, 6f, 7h please provide answer other than “none-expected” or “none”. Section II Question 12 Toxins- please provide all relevant information. Concern about safety measures in place for handling dioxin powder or solutions in DMSO- What is the First aid protocol if lab staff exposed to powder or stock solution? Two different dioxin concentrations are listed in the SOP vs the IBC registration for the highest dilution used (0.1 ug/ml vs 0.05 ug/ml) which is correct? Specifically, how are the dioxin treated carcasses disposed? How are dioxin contaminated solid hazardous waste disposed (PPE, pipet tips, stock bottles?).  For the protection of other staff in the communal core facility please provide warning signage for Huestis lab spaces when using dioxin solution, complete with contact information and provide the location of the spill kit to be used in case of an emergency and spill protocol posted. Please provide digital version of the signage for the IBC files (all requested information provided).

B) 2025-11. Katie Perez. Biology. Renewal. Project title: Bi 331 Microbiology Instructional Lab. Project summary: Biology undergraduate Microbiology teaching lab overseen by 2 Biology teaching staff members and several Graduate students. Some microorganisms used are designated as Risk Group 2, used outside Biosafety cabinet on solid media in petri dish. 

Current outcomes: Staff have provided the updated Lab Manual, course schedule for Fall and Spring terms showing open lab/office hour overlap (note-students don’t enter the lab over the weekend to check on culture growth until week 5), UO Hazard assessment for the 6 opportunistic human pathogens (including routes and symptoms of exposure) which are also made available to the students along with the Canadian Pathogen Safety Data Sheets, substituted 3 RG2 strains for RG1 strains.   Proposed Biosafety BSL2  containment and practices. NIH Guidelines Section(s) III-D-1.

IBC Outcomes: Committee appreciated all the updated documents provided and the continued effort of lab staff toward improving biosafety awareness for students and staff. The committee suggested that it might be useful to post signage of the disinfecting protocol, also clearly identify, using signage, areas for contaminated waste or glass or samples vs uncontaminated waste or glass or samples if not already posted. The committee still has concerns about the students coming into the lab over the week and suggest that the cultures the students are checking be limited to solid media only (unclear if this was already in place) and stress importance for the students to limit cell phone use during weekend times in the lab space (cell phones can be autoclaved only one time- joke, ha-ha). Committee also suggested that self-assessment by lab staff be used to review the successes and areas of improvement that can be worked into the next course session. Future goals: All strains used in the course be from a well characterized source and that the strains are tested at least annually to assess antibiotic sensitivity and document any changes in antibiotic resistance. (Signage developed for Spring term 2026, most weekend work is access to manuals, stains will be tested annually for antibiotic resistance).  

1) Old Business- NIH Transparency memorandum- starting June 1, 2025 make public IBC meeting minutes and IBC committee rosters. Here is the link to FAQs about IBC Meetings and Minutes under new NIH transparency rules  https://osp.od.nih.gov/policies/biosafety-and-biosecurity-policy/faqs-about-ibc-meetings-and-minutes/.  Follow-up: Under “What is the expected content of IBC minutes” states the PI name must be included in the IBC meeting minutes. 

NIH Biosafety Modernization Initiative. https://osp.od.nih.gov/policies/biosafety-and-biosecurity-policy#tab2/
Collecting stakeholders input for complete revision of the NIH Guidelines for Fall 2026.

2) New Business-. Discuss Winter term meeting time moving to 1pm start time, schedule for 90 minutes.

3) Administratively Approved Registrations

A. 2025-28. Nicole Swann and Carrie McCurdy. Human Physiology. New. Project title: Electrophysiological and blood-based biomarkers associated with dementia in Parkinson’s disease. Project Summary: Blood draw from human subjects (Swann Lab) and processing, storage and analysis (McCurdy lab). Proposed Biosafety Level 2 containment and Practices. No NIH Guidelines Section()s) apply, not recombinant. Medium hazard for BBP’s,

4) Adjourn 3:25 pm
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