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Meeting Minutes
November 7th,  2025
2-3:30pm Zoom Meeting 

IBC Members
	1. Ken Noma- IBC Chair, Biology faculty         ☒
	6. Gabriella Lindberg-KCASI faculty                               ☒

	2. Laurie Graham- BSO                                       ☒
	7. Kirstin Sterner – Anthropology faculty                     ☒

	3. Rachael Alionhart-Animal expert                ☒
	8. Debra De Loach- OSU BSO non-affiliated                 ☒

	4. Stephanie Womack-AWS Director              ☐
	9. Bruce Branchaud -OHSU faculty non-affiliated       ☒

	5. David Garcia- Biology faculty                       ☒
	10 Maeve Sowles- non-affiliated                                    ☒


Other Individuals in attendance
	Steve D Stuckmeyer- EHS Director
	


Branchaud left meeting at 3pm, Noma excused at 3:20pm prior to review of his registration.
Quorum:  Present ☒            Not present☐	
Call to order:  2:03pm

1) Introduction new committee members: Ken Noma (new committee chair), David Garcia, Rachael Alionhart- round table introductions

2) Brief overview of Biosafety oversight by the UO IBC. BSO provided brief overview of committee Bylaws and Operating Procedures. 


3) Review Minutes of last meeting (May 2025)- voted to approve 6-0 of members present in May meeting; 3 abstained (KN, DG, RA), one absent (SW).

4) New Registrations- none


5) Registration Updates/Renewals

A) 2025-23. Patrick Phillips. Biology/Institute of Ecology and Evolution. Renewal. Project title: Genome editing of Caenorhabditis species using CRISPR-Cas9. Project summary: Using various methods (feeding RNAi or transgene, CRISPR/Cas9, TARDIS, via engineered recombinase sites) to modify the genomes of Caenorhabditis species to identify genes and pathways involved in longevity, health, stress resistance and reproductive success.
 Proposed Biosafety BSL1 containment and practices NIH Guidelines Section(s) III-D-4-a, III-F-1and III-F-8. Recombinant and low hazard. 
[bookmark: _Hlk213831546]IBC Outcomes: Conditionally approved 10 in favor, 0 not in favor. Section II Question 6 & 7- please describe what “lab adapted” means in terms of the effect on the wild population if escape was to occur-PI-picks up mutations to better survive under lab conditions. Disposal- committee requests clarification on methods of bleaching (10% bleach for 30 minutes), autoclaving (either 25 or 55 minutes at 121o C). PPE- are gloves the only PPE used- no lab coats. What about when removing waste from the autoclave? Are latex gloves used given the possibility of latex allergies-no latex Disinfection – what is the contact time used when disinfecting with 70% ethanol-30 sec Training: List specific EHS provided trainings attended by lab staff. What are the qualifications of lab member trainers, can undergraduates train undergraduate-no, only senior lab staff. 

B) 2025-25. Phil Washbourne. Biology. Renewal. Project title: Changes in Circuitry of Social Behavior in Zebrafish. Project summary: Use of CRISPR to generate mutations in synapse-associated proteins or exposed to low concentrations of dioxin  causing decrease in social behavior i.e. swimming together and reproductive behavior. Possible model for autism. Proposed Biosafety BSL1 containment and practices. NIH Guidelines Section(s) III-D-4-a, III-F-1 and III-F-8. Recombinant and low hazard.
IBC outcomes: Tabled-requesting additional information. IACUC number provide is for John Postlethwait, is this a collaboration? Should J.P be listed on this IBC registration also? Current IACUC protocol pending with Phil as PI (IP2025-0031) Section II Question 11f- discuss potential effects of off-target events- answer provided is for target effects not off target effects. Concern about safety measures in place for handling dioxin powder and solutions: how exactly is a powder weighed out in the fume hood to prepare a solution, emergency procedure for potential spill of powder?, symptoms of exposure to powder and solution?, concentration of stock solution prepared in DMSO?, PPE used to prepare stock solution-what type of mask used? First aid protocol if lab staff exposed to powder or stock solution? How is the chemical transported to Huestis 013,016A? in secondary containment to confine any spill if dropped?

C) 2025-26. Ken Noma. Biology. Renewal. Project title: 3D genome organization in fission yeast and humans. Project summary: Wild type and mutant condensin and cohesin proteins introduced into fission yeast (using yeast plasmids or vis homologous recombination) and mammalian cells (using lentiviral vectors). Effects on chromosomal segregation are reflected in cell growth. Proposed Biosafety Levels: BSL1 for E. coli and fission yeast and BSL2 containment and practices for 3rd generation lentiviral vectors in human tissue culture.  NIH Guidelines Section(s) III-D-3, III-E-1, III-F-1 and III-F-8. Recombinant and low hazard.
IBC Outcomes: Conditionally approved 8 in favor, 0 not in favor (Branchaud and Noma absent). The committee requests a brief statement in Section III Question 3 about how sharps are used and generated for disposal since the PI provided detail regarding the disposal of sharps in the following sections-glass Pasteur pipettes and needles used to puncture centrifuge tubes. Section II Question 5 please list what specific EHS/Departmental trainings are completed by lab staff. Also, include the minimal contact times for the use of 70% alcohol (20min) and 10% bleach (30min) as a disinfectant. Section III Question 6- please describe the specific PPE (lab coat double gloves, eye protection) that will be used to clean up a spill and what would be spills of concern such as outside the biosafety cabinet presumably of human tissue culture cells and/or lentivirus.  

D) 2025-27. Carrie McCurdy Renewal. Project title: Neural circuits underlying motivated behavior. Project summary: Several projects: 1) how maternal health affects fetal growth and metabolism- non-human primate and sheep model systems; not involved in the collection of the tissue. 2) identify new proteins involved in understanding role of insulin-human muscle cell lines. 3) Biomarkers of Parkinson disease-analysis human subject blood samples. Use of CRISPR or lentiviral vectors in sheep and human cell culture.
 Proposed Biosafety level: BSL2 containment and practices. NIH Guidelines Section(s) III-D-3, III-F-1  and III-F-8.  Recombinant and medium hazard.   
IBC Outcomes: Conditionally approved 9 in favor, 0 not in favor (Branchaud absent for vote). Detailed and well written. Concerns over samples sourced from OHSU Primate center- BSO will attach signed Macaque Tissue Biohazard Notice & Acknowledgement dated 9/22/2025 with PI’s IBC registration. Research is NIH funded, and animals used are dedicated to this research project. Include considerations for the safety of other risk groups, immunocompromised or pregnant individuals handling sheep samples (Q fever)- , any staff that report to be pregnant or immune-compromised will not work with unfixed sheep tissue or cells. Please include minimal contact time when disinfecting surfaces with either 70% alcohol or 10% freshly diluted bleach-added 15min. 

E) 2025-29. Calin Plesa. Renewal. Project title: Neural circuits underlying motivated behavior. Project summary: The lab uses gene synthesis technology to make very large libraries of synthetic recombinant genes resulting in chimeric proteins. The proteins are expressed in mutant E. coli host strains. All synthetic constructs are compared to database of 10,000 sequences known to be toxic. Proposed Biosafety BSL1 containment and practices NIH Guidelines Section(s) III-D-2, III-E, III-F-1 and III-F-8. Recombinant and generally low hazard.
IBC Outcomes: Conditionally approved 8 in favor, 0 not in favor (Branchaud and Noma absent). Detailed and well written. Section II Question 11f- clarification: only off target effects are minor growth rate differences and nothing else? PI- Any potential off-target modifications should be detected when strains are monocolonally validated (slow growth, odd morphology, metabolic issues, etc…) The committee request that for each of the 4 projects outline in Section III Question 3 that you include the volumes of the E. coli cultures used at each of the steps or maximal volume used for each project. PI- The maximum liquid volumes used for these cultures are 250 mL although work is typically one on solid agar plates rather than liquid culture in order to limit direct competition. Section III Question 4- what is the screening window in nucleotides used to search for homologous sequences of concern/toxic? 35% homology. Currently, purchased synthetic nucleic acid screening window is 200 nucleotides decreasing to 50 nucleotides on 10/13/2026.  What precautions are taken when samples are transported to Kla 230 and KC 048? What volumes of cells are transported? PI- secondary containment volumes 1 ml or less.


6) Old Business- NIH Transparency memorandum- starting June 1, 2025 make public IBC meeting minutes and IBC committee rosters. Here is the link to FAQs about IBC Meetings and Minutes under new NIH transparency rules  https://osp.od.nih.gov/policies/biosafety-and-biosecurity-policy/faqs-about-ibc-meetings-and-minutes/.  Follow-up: Under “What is the expected content of IBC minutes” states the PI name must be included in the IBC meeting minutes. 

NIH Biosafety Modernization Initiative. https://osp.od.nih.gov/policies/biosafety-and-biosecurity-policy#tab2/
Collecting stakeholders input for complete revision of the NIH Guidelines for Fall 2026.


7) New Business-. 

8) Administratively Approved Registrations

A. [bookmark: _Hlk212723666]2025-31. Ghee Ong. KCASI. Renewal. Project title: 3D Mapping of Microenvironments in a Bioreactor with Magnetoelastic Microcarriers. Project summary: Culturing non-recombinant human mesenchymal cells used to test ability of fabricated sensors to detect new cell growth.   Proposed Biosafety Level 2 containment and practices. No NIH Guidelines Section(s) apply, not recombinant, low hazard cell purchased commercial source and tested for several BBP’s.

B. 2025-15. Brenden Bohannan. Institute Ecology and Evolution. Amendment. Project title: A model organism in nature: exploring symbiont diversity and community structure in wild populations of the zebrafish (Danio rerio). Project Summary: Isolation and characterization of nucleic acids from tissues harvested from wildtype population of Zebrafish from Nepal. Proposed Biosafety Level 1 containment and practices. No NIH Guidelines Sections(s) apply, not recombinant, low hazard for nucleic acid extraction from wildtype zebrafish tissue.

C. 2025-24. Danielle Benoit. KCASI. Bioengineering. Renewal. Project title: Therapeutic Biomaterials. Project summary: Test hydrogel, nanoparticle or peptide-based drug delivery systems using in vitro tissue culture models. Samples are either fixed for imaging or prepared for biochemical analysis. Proposed Biosafety Level 2 containment and practices. No NIH Guidelines Section(s) apply. Non-recombinant, low risk for the handling of human and animal derived biospecimens.


9) Adjourn 3:40pm
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