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OUTLINE
• Why Art Safety?
• Risk
• “Creating Art Safely” Video
• Ideal Work Environment
• Safe practices
• Labels Indicating Risk and Hazards
• Signs of Exposure
• Proper Waste Disposal
• Mediums of Art
• Risk and Risk Assessments – High Risk/ Low Frequency
• UO Emergency Procedures
• Knowledge Resources/ References
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Risk Factors
• Body Burden
• Dose
• Environment
• Precautions
• Susceptibility

Chemical-Specific Hazards
• Adhesives
• Dusts
• Dyes
• Metals
• Pigments

Reactions to Exposure
• Acute
• Chronic (latency periods)

Ailments due to lack of knowledge   
• Marie Curie  aplastic pernicious anemia (radium/ radioactivity)
• Goya  plumbism (lead)
• Van Gogh  mental illness (camphor, turpentine, absinthe)

• Powders
• Preservatives
• Alcohols
• Aliphatic Hydrocarbons
• Aromatic Hydrocarbons

• Chlorinated Hydrocarbons
• Glycol Ethers
• Ketones
• Turpentine
• Citrus Cleaners

Similar Risk For Chemical Industry Workers and Artists



Sources of Risk
Types of Hazards
• mechanical
• Chemical

States of matter and Routes of Exposure
• Respirable solids
• Fumes
• Vapors
• Toxic/ flammable liquids

Chemical Hazard Classification
• Toxic/ Nontoxic
• Carcinogen
• Reproductive Toxin
• Anesthetic 
• Asphyxiant

Hierarchy of Controls
• Design
• Engineering
• Personal protection

• Oxidizer
• Combustible
• Flammable
• Explosive
• Corrosives
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Creating Art Safely: A Six-Step Process | Yale Environmental Health & Safety

A Six Step-Process for Creating Art Safely

https://ehs.yale.edu/art-safety-six-step
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Ideal Work Environment
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Labels Indicating Risk and Hazards
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Protect Yourself and Know Signs of Exposure



All waste bottles should be labeled/tagged when accumulation starts



Hazardous Waste Pick-Up | Safety and Risk Services (uoregon.edu)

To Request Pick Up of Correctly Labeled Waste, Follow Links on EHS Website

https://safety.uoregon.edu/hazardous-waste
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*Hg is mercury
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Woodshops – College of Design Technology Services (uoregon.edu)

https://designtech.uoregon.edu/woodshops/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvOSoTA4JMg&pp=ygUdZ29yZG9uIGdyYWhhbSByaXNrIGFzc2Vzc21lbnQ%3D

Risk Assessment
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UO Emergency Procedures

• Familiarize yourself 
with this Poster.

• It contains information 
regarding what to do, 
and the numbers to call 
in the case of various 
Emergencies. 

• Copies are posted 
throughout campus.
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EHS WEBSITE
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Books on Art Safety
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https://www.acmiart.org/

www.cpsc.gov https://www.artscraftstheatersafety.
org/lectures.html

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/Government/
Office-of-the-City-Manager/Community-
Safety-Health-Wellness

https://www.acmiart.org/
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/blk_media_5015_0.pdf
https://www.artscraftstheatersafety.org/lectures.html
https://www.artscraftstheatersafety.org/lectures.html
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/Government/Office-of-the-City-Manager/Community-Safety-Health-Wellness
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/Government/Office-of-the-City-Manager/Community-Safety-Health-Wellness
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/Government/Office-of-the-City-Manager/Community-Safety-Health-Wellness
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