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Fieldwork Safety Template
University of Oregon-Remote Fieldwork

This template documents hazards, mitigation strategies, and emergency response planning for remote fieldwork. Completion of this template supports fieldwork preparedness and accountability but does not eliminate all risk.
EHS does not approve, certify, or validate the adequacy of field safety plans.

This plan addresses foreseeable hazards associated with the described fieldwork. Participants are expected to exercise professional judgment, situational awareness, and follow established procedures at all times.

Text fields in this document will expand as needed to accommodate additional information.

Should a Supervisor wish to use a different form, it should cover at a minimum:
· A risk assessment of sufficient scope.
· An action plan describing how risks will be managed.
· An emergency response plan of sufficient scope.
· Identification of risk-appropriate training.

If a supervisor conducts fieldwork under the oversight of an external entity that requires fieldwork planning and risk assessment equivalent to or more stringent than University of Oregon requirements, the external entity’s field safety plan may be used in lieu of a University of Oregon Field Safety Plan.

When an external field safety plan is used, the plan should be submitted to University of Oregon Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) for review and documentation prior to the initiation of remote fieldwork.

Administrative Information:

	Principal Investigator 
	
	Department
	

	Plan prepared by
	
	Position/ Title
	

	Phone number (s)
	
	Email address
	



Purpose of Fieldwork:
Brief description of activities sufficient to understand hazards.

	



Fieldwork Location(s):
Country/state, general site description, remoteness considerations.

	



Identified Hazards
Supervisors must identify all foreseeable hazards associated with the fieldwork location, activities, and conditions. The categories below are intended to support comprehensive identification but may not capture all hazards.

Environmental & Physical Hazards
(Check and describe all that apply)
· ☐ Extreme heat
· ☐ Extreme cold
· ☐ High altitude
· ☐ Sun exposure
· ☐ Uneven terrain / hiking
· ☐ Working on, near, or over water
· ☐ Remote location (>1 hour from definitive medical treatment)
· ☐ Severe or rapidly changing weather
· ☐ Other (describe): 
	




[bookmark: _Hlk221613052]Hazard Description(s):
	




Working Conditions
· ☐ Working alone
· ☐ Limited or unreliable communication
· ☐ Delayed emergency response access
· ☐ Unimproved roads or difficult access routes


Hazard Description(s):
	



Wildlife, Plant, & Biologicals Hazards
· ☐ Potentially dangerous wildlife
· ☐ Disease transmission from wildlife
· ☐ Toxic or irritating plants (e.g., poison oak/ivy)
· ☐ Handling or sampling organisms
· ☐ Other biological hazards



Hazard Description(s):
	



Chemicals & Hazardous Materials
· ☐ Transport of hazardous materials
· ☐ Use of preservatives (e.g., ethanol, formalin)
· ☐ Fuel storage or handling
· ☐ Radioisotopes
· ☐ Spill or exposure potential

Hazard Description(s):
	



Equipment & Work Processes
· ☐ Powered or hazardous equipment
· ☐ Specialized tools or machinery
· ☐ Vehicles, boats, aircraft, or ATVs
· ☐ Noise exposure
· ☐ Confined spaces
· ☐ Fall hazards
· ☐ Other high-risk procedures

Hazard Description(s):
	



Risk Mitigation Measures
For each identified hazard, describe the controls that will be implemented to eliminate or reduce risk to acceptable levels. Controls may include training, procedures, PPE, communication systems, equipment checks, or administrative controls.


	Identified Hazard
	Mitigation Measure 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Emergency Response Plan
This section describes how emergencies, communication failures, or missed check-ins will be managed during remote fieldwork.

Emergency Contacts
The following contacts and facilities will be used in the event of an emergency, delayed return, or escalation situation. 

Campus-Based (University Contact) 
	Name:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	



Local (Field) Emergency Contacts
	Name:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	



	Local Emergency Number (if different from 911):
	



Nearest Medical Facility 
	Name:
	

	Location:
	

	Estimated Travel Time:
	

	Phone:
	



Immediate Emergency Response (Field-Level)
If an injury, illness, environmental emergency, equipment failure, or other urgent condition occurs:

Method(s) for summoning emergency assistance:
· ☐ Cell phone
· ☐ Satellite device 
· ☐ Radio
· ☐ Other:
	


Medical & First Aid:
· First aid kit available and maintained: ☐ Yes ☐ No
· Trained first aid personnel on team: ☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
· Participants familiar with incident reporting procedures: ☐ Yes ☐ No

Procedure for contacting emergency services and notifying the Campus Monitor:
	



Lost or Delayed Fieldworker Protocol (Field-Level)
If a participant fails to check in, return as scheduled, or cannot be contacted, and there is no confirmed emergency:
· ☐ Remain-in-place protocol
· ☐ Emergency signaling methods (whistle, mirror, radio, etc.)
· ☐ Pre-established regroup location
· ☐ Survival supplies available
· ☐ Other (describe): 
	



Field-level response procedures:
	



Missed Check-In Escalation (campus-Level/ Monitor-Level):
Describe the step-by-step actions to be taken if a scheduled check-in does not occur within the designated timeframe, including: 
· Time threshold before action begins
· Who is contacted first
· Secondary escalation contacts
· When emergency services are contacted
· Documentation requirements
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